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The Marmor Parium

• Hellenistic chronicle on marble 

• list of  events: 1581/80 - 299/98 BC 

• Panhellenic history with a focus on  
Athenian history 

• double chronology: 
• number of  years elapsing from 264/63 BC 

(acrophonic numerals) 
• name of  Athenian king or archon 

• the author of  the text is lost

overview



fr. A 
Oxford, Ashmolean Museum

The Marmor Parium
the fragments

• bought in Smyrna in 1627 by Thomas Howard, Earl of  Arundel 
• published by John Selden in Marmora Arundelliana (London 1628) 
• upper part (ll. 1-45) lost during the turmoils under Charles I

• surviving fragment of  A (ll. 46-93) preserved in Oxford since 1667 
• today displayed in Oxford, Ashmolean Museum

fragment A 
(ll. 1-93)

A(a)

A(b)



fr. A 
Oxford, Ashmolean Museum

The Marmor Parium
the fragments

fragment B 
(ll. 1-34)

• discovered in Paros in 1897 
• published by Krispi and Wilhelm in 1897 
• today displayed in the Archaeological Museum 

of  Paros



fr. A 
Oxford, Ashmolean Museum

The Marmor Parium
the fragments

Oxford , Ashmolean Museum 
(April 2015)

Paros, Archaeological Museum 
(August 2015)



The Marmor Parium

CIG 2374 (fr. A = ll. 1-93) (1843) 

IG XII 5, 444 (frr. A and B) (1903) 

FHG I, pp. 535-590 (fr. A = ll. 1-93) (1846)

F. Jacoby. Das Marmor Parium (1904)

FGrHist 239 (1929)

main editions

A. Rotstein. Literary History in the Parian Marble (2016)



The Marmor Parium
text structure

Fragment Entries Athenian kings/archons Chronology Events

A(a) 
lines 1-45 1-29

Cecrops, Cranaos, Amphictyon, 
Erichthonios, Pandion, 
Erechtheus, Pandion, Aegeus, 
Theseus, Menestheus, Demophon, 
Menestheus, Diognetos

ca. 1581/80 – 907-05

mythological events related 
to Greek kings, poetry, 
religion, temple 
foundations, ...

A(b) 
lines 46-93 30-80

Pherecles, Aischylos, (681/80) 
Lysiades, Dropides, Aristocles, 
Critias the first, Simon, Damasios 
the second, Comeus, Euthydemos, 
Harpactides, Lysagoras, 
Pythocritos, Phainippides the 
second, Aristeides, Philocrates, 
Kalliades, Xanthippos, 
Timosthenes, Adeimantos, Chares 
Apsephion, Theagenides, 
Euthippos, Callias the first, 
Diphilos, Astyphilos, Euctemon, 
Antigenes, Callias the first, Mikon, 
Laches, Aristocrates, Pytheus, 
Callias, Asteios, Phrasicleides, 
Nausigenes, Cephisodoros, 
Agathocles, Callistrates

ca. 895-93 – 354

annual archonship, 
innovations in music and 
theatre, life of  tragedians, 
comedians and other poets, 
historical events, ...

B 
(lines 1-34) 1-27

Pythodelos, Euainetos, Ctesicles, 
Nicocrates, Niketos, Aristophon, 
Euthycrites, Hegesios, 
Cephisodoros, Philocles, 
Archippos, Apollodoros, 
Demogenes, Democleides, 
Theophrastos, Polemon, 
Simonides, Hieromnemon, 
Demetrios, Cairimos, Anaxicrates, 
Coroibos, Euxenippos, Pherecles, 
Leostratos, Nicocles, Euctemon

ca. 336/35 – 299/98

historical events of  the 
Hellenistic age, life of  
poets, city foundations, 
natural events (eclipses, 
earthquakes), ...



The Marmor Parium
text structure

Hyagnis of  Phrygia (A10) 
Orpheus (supplemented in A14) 
Mousaeus (A15) 
Hesiod (A28) 
Homer (A29) 
Terpander of  Lesbos (A34) 
Sappho (A36) 
Susarion (A39) 
Hipponax (A42) 
Thespis (A43) 
Hypodicus of  Chalkis (A46) 
Melanippides of  Melos (A47) 
Aeschylus (A48, A50, A59) 
Simonides the eldest (A49) 
Euripides (A50, A60, A63) 
Stesichorus (A50)

31 Greek poets and musicians

Simonides of  Ceos (A54, A57) 
Epicharmus (A55) 
Sophocles (A56, A64) 
Telestes of  Selinous (A65) 
Aristonous (partly restored in A67) 
Polyidus of  Selymbria (A68) 
Philoxenus (A69) 
Anaxandrides (A70) 
Astydamas (A71) 
Stesichorus of  Himera, the second (A73) 
Timotheus (A76) 
Philemon (B7) 
Menander (B14) 
Sosiphanes I (B15) 
Sosiphanes II (B22)

cf. A. Rotstein. “The Parian Marble and the Mnesiepes Inscription.” ZPE 190 (2014), p. 6



The Marmor Parium
text structure

* ΟΥ * [ἐξ ἀναγραφῶ]ν (?) παν[τοί]ων [καὶ ἱστοριῶν κοι]νῶν (?) ἀνέγραψα τοὺς 
ἄν[ωθεν χρό|νους] ἀρξάμενος ἀπὸ Κέκροπος τοῦ πρώτου βασιλεύσαντος 
Ἀθηνῶν εἵως ἄρχοντος ἐμ Πάρωι [μὲν|....]υάνακτος, Ἀθήνησιν δὲ Διογνήτου

FGrHist 239 A (ll. 1-3) (introductory paragraph):



The Marmor Parium
text structure

* ΟΥ * [ἐξ ἀναγραφῶ]ν (?) παν[τοί]ων [καὶ ἱστοριῶν κοι]νῶν (?) ἀνέγραψα τοὺς 
ἄν[ωθεν χρό|νους] ἀρξάμενος ἀπὸ Κέκροπος τοῦ πρώτου βασιλεύσαντος 
Ἀθηνῶν εἵως ἄρχοντος ἐμ Πάρωι [μὲν|....]υάνακτος, Ἀθήνησιν δὲ Διογνήτου

• the name of  the author is lost/unknown

FGrHist 239 A (ll. 1-3) (introductory paragraph):



The Marmor Parium
text structure

* ΟΥ * [ἐξ ἀναγραφῶ]ν (?) παν[τοί]ων [καὶ ἱστοριῶν κοι]νῶν (?) ἀνέγραψα τοὺς 
ἄν[ωθεν χρό|νους] ἀρξάμενος ἀπὸ Κέκροπος τοῦ πρώτου βασιλεύσαντος 
Ἀθηνῶν εἵως ἄρχοντος ἐμ Πάρωι [μὲν|....]υάνακτος, Ἀθήνησιν δὲ Διογνήτου

• the name of  the author is lost/unknown 
• from the reign of  Cecrops

FGrHist 239 A (ll. 1-3) (introductory paragraph):



The Marmor Parium
text structure

* ΟΥ * [ἐξ ἀναγραφῶ]ν (?) παν[τοί]ων [καὶ ἱστοριῶν κοι]νῶν (?) ἀνέγραψα τοὺς 
ἄν[ωθεν χρό|νους] ἀρξάμενος ἀπὸ Κέκροπος τοῦ πρώτου βασιλεύσαντος 
Ἀθηνῶν εἵως ἄρχοντος ἐμ Πάρωι [μὲν|....]υάνακτος, Ἀθήνησιν δὲ Διογνήτου

• the name of  the author is lost/unknown 
• from the reign of  Cecrops 
• to the Athenian archonship of  Diognetus (264/63)

FGrHist 239 A (ll. 1-3) (introductory paragraph):



The Marmor Parium
text structure

* ΟΥ * [ἐξ ἀναγραφῶ]ν (?) παν[τοί]ων [καὶ ἱστοριῶν κοι]νῶν (?) ἀνέγραψα τοὺς 
ἄν[ωθεν χρό|νους] ἀρξάμενος ἀπὸ Κέκροπος τοῦ πρώτου βασιλεύσαντος 
Ἀθηνῶν εἵως ἄρχοντος ἐμ Πάρωι [μὲν|....]υάνακτος, Ἀθήνησιν δὲ Διογνήτου

• the name of  the author is lost/unknown 
• from the reign of  Cecrops 
• to the Athenian archonship of  Diognetus (264/63) 

• fr. B ends abruptly on 299/98

FGrHist 239 A (ll. 1-3) (introductory paragraph):



The Marmor Parium
text structure

1 ἀφ’ οὗ Κέκροψ Ἀθηνῶν ἐβασίλευσε, καὶ ἡ χώρα Κεκροπία ἐκλήθη τὸ 
πρότερον καλου|μένη Ἀκτικὴ ἀπὸ Ἀκταίου τοῦ αὐτόχθονος, ἔτη ΧΗΗΗΔ𐅃ΙΙΙ

FGrHist 239 A (ll. 3-4) (first paragraph):



The Marmor Parium
text structure

1 ἀφ’ οὗ Κέκροψ Ἀθηνῶν ἐβασίλευσε, καὶ ἡ χώρα Κεκροπία ἐκλήθη τὸ 
πρότερον καλου|μένη Ἀκτικὴ ἀπὸ Ἀκταίου τοῦ αὐτόχθονος, ἔτη ΧΗΗΗΔ𐅃ΙΙΙ

• starting point

FGrHist 239 A (ll. 3-4) (first paragraph):



The Marmor Parium
text structure

1 ἀφ’ οὗ Κέκροψ Ἀθηνῶν ἐβασίλευσε, καὶ ἡ χώρα Κεκροπία ἐκλήθη τὸ 
πρότερον καλου|μένη Ἀκτικὴ ἀπὸ Ἀκταίου τοῦ αὐτόχθονος, ἔτη ΧΗΗΗΔ𐅃ΙΙΙ

• starting point 
• name of  the Athenian king (or archon) and events

FGrHist 239 A (ll. 3-4) (first paragraph):



The Marmor Parium
text structure

1 ἀφ’ οὗ Κέκροψ Ἀθηνῶν ἐβασίλευσε, καὶ ἡ χώρα Κεκροπία ἐκλήθη τὸ 
πρότερον καλου|μένη Ἀκτικὴ ἀπὸ Ἀκταίου τοῦ αὐτόχθονος, ἔτη ΧΗΗΗΔ𐅃ΙΙΙ

• starting point 
• name of  the Athenian king (or archon) and events 
• number of  years elapsing from 264/63 (1318 = 1581/80)

FGrHist 239 A (ll. 3-4) (first paragraph):



The Marmor Parium
text structure

48 ἀφ’ οὗ ἡ ἐμ Μαραθῶνι μάχη ἐγένετο Ἀθηναίοις πρὸς τοὺς Πέρσας 
Ἀρ[ταφ]έ[ρνην τε τὸ]ν Δαρείου ἀδελφι|[δοῦν κα]ὶ [Δᾶ]τιν στρατηγόν, ἣν ἐνίκων 
Ἀθηναῖοι, ἔτη ΗΗΔΔ𐅃ΙΙ, ἄρχοντος Ἀθήνησιν τ[ο]ῦ δευτέρου [Φ]α[ι]ν[ι]π[πίδ]ου· 
ἧι ἐν μάχηι συνηγωνίσατο Αἰσχύλος ὁ ποιητής, | [ἐ[τ]ῶ[ν] ὢν ΔΔΔ𐅃

FGrHist 239 A (ll. 62-64) (the battle of  Marathon):



The Marmor Parium
text structure

48 ἀφ’ οὗ ἡ ἐμ Μαραθῶνι μάχη ἐγένετο Ἀθηναίοις πρὸς τοὺς Πέρσας 
Ἀρ[ταφ]έ[ρνην τε τὸ]ν Δαρείου ἀδελφι|[δοῦν κα]ὶ [Δᾶ]τιν στρατηγόν, ἣν ἐνίκων 
Ἀθηναῖοι, ἔτη ΗΗΔΔ𐅃ΙΙ, ἄρχοντος Ἀθήνησιν τ[ο]ῦ δευτέρου [Φ]α[ι]ν[ι]π[πίδ]ου· 
ἧι ἐν μάχηι συνηγωνίσατο Αἰσχύλος ὁ ποιητής, | [ἐ[τ]ῶ[ν] ὢν ΔΔΔ𐅃

• starting point 
• number of  years elapsing from 264/63 (227 = 490/89) 
• name of  the Athenian archon

FGrHist 239 A (ll. 62-64) (the battle of  Marathon):



The Marmor Parium
text structure

48 ἀφ’ οὗ ἡ ἐμ Μαραθῶνι μάχη ἐγένετο Ἀθηναίοις πρὸς τοὺς Πέρσας 
Ἀρ[ταφ]έ[ρνην τε τὸ]ν Δαρείου ἀδελφι|[δοῦν κα]ὶ [Δᾶ]τιν στρατηγόν, ἣν ἐνίκων 
Ἀθηναῖοι, ἔτη ΗΗΔΔ𐅃ΙΙ, ἄρχοντος Ἀθήνησιν τ[ο]ῦ δευτέρου [Φ]α[ι]ν[ι]π[πίδ]ου· 
ἧι ἐν μάχηι συνηγωνίσατο Αἰσχύλος ὁ ποιητής, | [ἐ[τ]ῶ[ν] ὢν ΔΔΔ𐅃

• starting point 
• number of  years elapsing from 264/63 (227 = 490/89) 
• name of  the Athenian archon 
• age of  Aeschylus when he fought at Marathon (35)

FGrHist 239 A (ll. 62-64) (the battle of  Marathon):



The Marmor Parium
issues

• the date of  composition/publication is unknown (264/63 terminus post quem) 

• the ultimate purpose of  the Marmor Parium is unknown 

• the original location of  the Marmor Parium is unknown 

• chronological issues: 
• use of  different sources based on different lists of  archons 
• shift from an exclusive to an inclusive counting (around ca. 400 BC)



Why the Digital Marmor Parium?

Digital Fragmenta Historicorum Graecorum (DFHG)

• digital edition of  the Fragmenta Historicorum Graecorum (FHG) (1841-1870) 
• vol. 1 includes also the text of  the Marmor Parium

digital edition of  the Marmor Parium

• fragmentary author/text (in the literal sense) 
• digital representation of  the document (material and textual elements) 

A. Rotstein. Literary History in the Parian Marble (CHS) (forthcoming 2016): “The 
quantitative semantic analysis, as that of  style, would benefit from digital 
encoding (e.g. using the Epidoc markup scheme)”.



The Digital Marmor Parium
overview

• TEI XML/EpiDoc versions of  the editions of  the MP 

• named entities annotations (people and places) 

• the geography of  the MP 

• the chronology of  the MP 

• the language of  the MP 

• the images of  the MP 



The Digital Marmor Parium
EpiDoc versions



The Digital Marmor Parium
EpiDoc versions

IG XII 5, 444 (ll. 61-65) (entries 46-49):



The Digital Marmor Parium
EpiDoc versions

IG XII 5, 444 (ll. 62-64) (entry 48):
48 ἀφ’ οὗ ἡ ἐμ Μαραθῶνι μάχη ἐγένετο Ἀθηναίοις πρὸς τοὺς Πέρσας Ἀρ[ταφ]έ[ρνην τε τὸ]ν Δαρείου 
ἀδελ[φ]ι|[δοῦν κα]ὶ [Δᾶ]τιν στρατηγόν, ἣν ἐνίκων Ἀθηναῖοι, ἔτη ΗΗΔΔ𐅃ΙΙ, ἄρχοντος Ἀθήνησιν [τοῦ] 

δευτέρου [Φα]ιν[ί]π[που], ἧι ἐν μάχηι συνηγωνίσατο Αἰσχύλος ὁ ποιητὴς [ἐ]|[τ]ῶ[ν] ὢν ΔΔΔ𐅃.

  



The Digital Marmor Parium
EpiDoc versions

IG XII 5, 444 (ll. 62-64) (entry 48):

• entry for each event

  

  

48 ἀφ’ οὗ ἡ ἐμ Μαραθῶνι μάχη ἐγένετο Ἀθηναίοις πρὸς τοὺς Πέρσας Ἀρ[ταφ]έ[ρνην τε τὸ]ν Δαρείου 
ἀδελ[φ]ι|[δοῦν κα]ὶ [Δᾶ]τιν στρατηγόν, ἣν ἐνίκων Ἀθηναῖοι, ἔτη ΗΗΔΔ𐅃ΙΙ, ἄρχοντος Ἀθήνησιν [τοῦ] 

δευτέρου [Φα]ιν[ί]π[που], ἧι ἐν μάχηι συνηγωνίσατο Αἰσχύλος ὁ ποιητὴς [ἐ]|[τ]ῶ[ν] ὢν ΔΔΔ𐅃.



The Digital Marmor Parium
EpiDoc versions

IG XII 5, 444 (ll. 62-64) (entry 48):

  

  

• entry for each event 
• place names

48 ἀφ’ οὗ ἡ ἐμ Μαραθῶνι μάχη ἐγένετο Ἀθηναίοις πρὸς τοὺς Πέρσας Ἀρ[ταφ]έ[ρνην τε τὸ]ν Δαρείου 
ἀδελ[φ]ι|[δοῦν κα]ὶ [Δᾶ]τιν στρατηγόν, ἣν ἐνίκων Ἀθηναῖοι, ἔτη ΗΗΔΔ𐅃ΙΙ, ἄρχοντος Ἀθήνησιν [τοῦ] 

δευτέρου [Φα]ιν[ί]π[που], ἧι ἐν μάχηι συνηγωνίσατο Αἰσχύλος ὁ ποιητὴς [ἐ]|[τ]ῶ[ν] ὢν ΔΔΔ𐅃.



The Digital Marmor Parium
EpiDoc versions

IG XII 5, 444 (ll. 62-64) (entry 48):

      

    

• entry for each event 
• place names 
• people

48 ἀφ’ οὗ ἡ ἐμ Μαραθῶνι μάχη ἐγένετο Ἀθηναίοις πρὸς τοὺς Πέρσας Ἀρ[ταφ]έ[ρνην τε τὸ]ν Δαρείου 
ἀδελ[φ]ι|[δοῦν κα]ὶ [Δᾶ]τιν στρατηγόν, ἣν ἐνίκων Ἀθηναῖοι, ἔτη ΗΗΔΔ𐅃ΙΙ, ἄρχοντος Ἀθήνησιν [τοῦ] 

δευτέρου [Φα]ιν[ί]π[που], ἧι ἐν μάχηι συνηγωνίσατο Αἰσχύλος ὁ ποιητὴς [ἐ]|[τ]ῶ[ν] ὢν ΔΔΔ𐅃.



The Digital Marmor Parium
EpiDoc versions

IG XII 5, 444 (ll. 62-64) (entry 48):

  

  

• entry for each event 
• place names 
• people 
• dates

48 ἀφ’ οὗ ἡ ἐμ Μαραθῶνι μάχη ἐγένετο Ἀθηναίοις πρὸς τοὺς Πέρσας Ἀρ[ταφ]έ[ρνην τε τὸ]ν Δαρείου 
ἀδελ[φ]ι|[δοῦν κα]ὶ [Δᾶ]τιν στρατηγόν, ἣν ἐνίκων Ἀθηναῖοι, ἔτη ΗΗΔΔ𐅃ΙΙ, ἄρχοντος Ἀθήνησιν [τοῦ] 

δευτέρου [Φα]ιν[ί]π[που], ἧι ἐν μάχηι συνηγωνίσατο Αἰσχύλος ὁ ποιητὴς [ἐ]|[τ]ῶ[ν] ὢν ΔΔΔ𐅃.



The Digital Marmor Parium
EpiDoc versions

Open questions

• Place names and Ethnics 
• Pleiades id 

• Personal names and persons 
• Τριπτολέμου τοῦ Κελεοῦ καὶ Νεαίρας (l. 24 - ep. 12) - name of  the father and the mother 
• Κριτίου τοῦ προτέρου (l. 52 - ep. 36) - how do we encode τοῦ προτέρου? 
• τῶν πεντήκοντα Δαναίδων (l. 14 - ep. 9) - collective nouns 
• SNAP (Standards for Networking Ancient Prosopographies) 

• Dates and dating 
• two-component dating formula 

• years elapsing from 264/63 BC 
• king/archon of  Athens - how do we encode the chronological information? 

• partially preserved/restored dates 
• @when not always possible 
• @evidence: recommended values?  

• Critical Apparatus



The Digital Marmor Parium
named entities (people)

SNAP:DRGN http://snapdrgn.net/  
LGPN: http://clas-lgpn2.classics.ox.ac.uk/ 
Perseus Catalog: http://catalog.perseus.org/



The Digital Marmor Parium
named entities (places)

A. Rotstein (ZPE 190 (2014), p. 6): “Notwithstanding the constant presence of  Athens in the 
dating formula closing all entries [...], the focus shifts from central Greece to the Mediterranean 
basin, further East with Alexander’s campaigns, and back to the Eastern Mediterranean, with 
Syracuse and Carthage in the West”.



The Digital Marmor Parium
named entities (places)



The Digital Marmor Parium
named entities (places)



The Digital Marmor Parium
the chronology



The Digital Marmor Parium
the language



The Digital Marmor Parium
the images



Thank you!

http://opengreekandlatin.github.io/DigitalMarmorParium/ 


