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Aphrodisias, 1994: Thomas Roueché and Joyce Reynolds
examining a letter from the Emperor Hadrian 



I	started	with	stones:
I	was	looking	for	a	way	of	presenting	

all	this	material
And	I	was	directed	towards	XML	and	

EpiDoc
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This	medium	resolved	the
issues	of	capacity



It	offers	
detailed	

search	and	
analysis



It	frees	the	users	to	choose	their	
own	directions



Interchange	was	facilitated



But	in	the	early	2000s	the	
benefits	were	largely	internal:
not	because	we	didn’t	want	
to	link,	but	because	there	was	
relatively	little	to	which	to	

link	



But	by	2008	linking	to	Pleaides became	possible
By	2008	linking	to	Pleiades	became	

possible



Pleiades were our partners in the 
Concordia project, which funded 

the 
Inscriptions of Roman Tripolitania







The	material	makes	its	own	demands	on	
the	editor



We	aim	to	report	what	is	important	
to	the	writer	of	the	text



Pelagios is	
transformative



It	performs	the	functions	of	a	spider,	not	
a	magic	ring

✔

✗



The	future	will	see	many	
specialist	gazetteers,	each	with	its	

own	raison	d’être



This	framework	means	that	we	are	
talking	about	the	distribution	of	

labour.

For	every	project	a	big	question	is
Who	Does	What?

I	should	do	those	things	that	only	I	
can	best	do



What	questions	come	next?

Where? Pleiades	and	Pelagios
Who?
What?
When?



Who?
People



Who?



http://www.ancientwisdoms.ac.uk/

What?	
Linked	Data	for	Text



What?	Linked	Data	for	Manuscripts



SAWS	manuscripts	contain	references	to	geographical	places	
that	are	listed	in	the	Pleiades	ancient	gazetteer

SAWS	texts	and	their	inter-
relationships	are	modelled	by	
an	ontology	that	reuses	the	
FRBRoo	and	CIDOC	models

Several	datasets	are	linked	together	in	Pelagios,	
including…

Pelagios	links	together	
several	datasets	via	

shared	geographical	links	
(using	Pleiades	URIs,	OAC	
annotations	and	VoID	

descriptions)

Content	links	exist	
between	SAWS	and	

Perseus	texts

Sharing	Ancient	Wisdoms
Exploring	the	tradition	of	Greek	&	Arabic	wisdom	
literatures	using	Semantic	Web	Technologies

http://www.ancientwisdoms.ac.uk/

Pleiades
An	online	gazetteer	of	
ancient	geographical	

places

http://pleiades.stoa.org/

Perseus
A digital library of 

transcriptions of ancient 
texts

http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/

Pelagios
A	‘networking	medium’ for	ancient	places,	

using	Linked	Open	Data	principles

http://pelagios-project.blogspot.co.uk/

SPQR
Semantic	descriptions	of	data	on	

Byzantine	resources	including	ancient	
papyri	and	inscriptions

http://spqr.cerch.kcl.ac.uk/

Nomisma
Data	on	ancient	
coin	hoards

http://nomisma.or

g/

Geographical	
references	in	
SAWS	texts	
are	being	
linked	to	
Pelagios

Papyri.info
Papyrological	
documents

http://papyri.info/

Iaph	&	IRT
Inscriptions	from	

Aphrodisias	and	from	
Roman	Tripolitania

http://insaph.kcl.ac.uk/
http://irt.kcl.ac.uk/

SPQR	semantic	data	describe	data	on	
inscriptions	and	papyri

CIDOC-CRM
A	cultural	heritage	model

http://www.cidoc-crm.org/

FRBR-oo
A	model	of	bibliographic	
records,	harmonised	with	
CIDOC	http://www.cidoc-
crm.org/frbr_inro.html

“Linked Ancient Data” cloud



Linked	Open	Data	have	a	
lot	to	contribute	to	classical	
studies	– but	far	more,	I	
would	suggest,	to	study	of	

the	periods	after	the	
disintegration	of	the	
Graeco-Roman	world.



For	the	medieval	world,	of	
multiple	cultures,	

Linked	Time	
could	work	the	
transformation

Bring	it	on!


