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I laugh to see how many have before now drawn maps of the world, not one of them 
reasonably; for they draw the world as round as if fashioned by compasses, encircled 
by the Ocean river, and Asia and Europe of a like extent. For myself, I will in a few 
words indicate the extent of the two, and how each should be drawn.

Herodotus, Histories 4.36.2

I will proceed with my account, approaching small and great cities alike. For those 
that were once great have now become small, while those that were great in my time 
were before small. Knowing that human happiness never resides in the same place, I 
will mention both alike.

Herodotus, Histories 1.5.3
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Plot's spatial legacy  is pervasive in ancient Greek thought, where songs might be 
conceived  as pathways, logoi as routes, writing as the movement of oxen 
turning  back and forth across a field with a plough..., narratives as pictures  or 
landscapes, and plots even as living creatures that take up set areas of space.

Purves (2010)

What do literary maps allow us to see? Two things, basically. First, they highlight the 
ortegebunden, place-bound nature of literary forms: each of them with its 
peculiar geometry, its boundaries, its spatial taboos and favorite routes. And then, 
maps bring to light the internal logic of narrative: the semiotic domain around 
which a plot coalesces and self-organizes.                                                                        

Moretti (1998)
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Unit: clause analysis (SVO) of Histories 5   
Definition: place and proxy
Quality (grounded theory): movement and/or transformation

1. Positioning: inclusion, proximity, comparison, origin   
2. Movement (in, through, away from)   
3. In place Intervention: governance, alliance, awareness, commemoration 
4. Intervention with movement: invasion, exchange, communication, settlement 

Variables: focalisation, tense/mood

Those Persians whom Darius had left in Europe under the command of Megabazus, 
finding the Perinthians unwilling to be Darius’s subjects, subdued them before any 
others of the people of the Hellespont. These Perinthians had already been roughly 
handled by the Paeonians. [2] For the oracle of the god ordered the Paeonians from 
the Strymon to march against Perinthus…. 

Herodotus, Histories 5.1

These men's borders, it is said, reach almost as far as the Eneti on the Adriatic Sea. 
They call themselves colonists from Media. How this has come about I myself cannot 
understand, but all is possible in the long passage of time. However that may be, 
we know that the Ligyes who dwell inland of Massalia use the word “sigynnae” for 
hucksters, and the Cyprians use it for spears.

Herodotus, Histories 5.9.3
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Places gather… Minimally, places gather things in their midst – where ‘things’ 
connote various animate and inanimate entities. Places also gather experiences 
and histories, even languages and thoughts. The process of gathering (things, 
emotions, people, memories, etc.) suggests that there is a relationship between the 
inside of a place (which gathers) and an outside (from where things are gathered). It 
underlines the relational nature of place – the necessity of place being related to its 
outside.

Casey (1996)

One way of seeing ‘places’ is as on the surface of maps… But to escape from an 
imagination of space as a surface is to abandon also that view of place. If space is 
rather a simultaneity of stories-so-far, then places are collections of those stories, 
articulations within the wider power-geometries of space. Their character will be 
a product of these intersections within that wider setting, and of what is made of 
them. And, too, of the non-meetings-up, the disconnections and the relations not 
established, the exclusions. All this contributes to the specificity of place.

Massey (2005)	
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…or	
  any	
  other	
  online	
  resource	
  that	
  bears	
  
a	
  rela>on	
  to	
  a	
  par>cular	
  historical	
  place!	
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pleiades:579885 
(Athenae) 

pleiades:570685 
(Sparta) 
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Ancient 
World 
Resources 

Pelagios 
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