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The production of world knowledge transformed -
First results on the dynamics of Area Studies in Germany

MAIN RESEARCH QUESTIONS

The global condition affects scientific knowledge
production and the way in which fields of knowledge
develop their own domain. We investigate this for the
Interdisciplinary fields of Comparative Area Studies,
Transregional Studies and Global Studies in Germany,
which have emerged from the collaboration between
researchers from various fields (Middell 2013).

In the mid-2000s, Area Studies in Germany were diagnosed
serious structural deficits and the threat of a lasting loss of
regional expertise in Germany. In reaction to that, the
creation of larger interdisciplinary centres with regional
focus and enhanced internationalization were
recommended, followed by a large funding programme of
the Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF)
starting in 2008 (Wissenschaftsrat 2006).

This leads us to the following main question:

How have structures and research topics in German
research centers and academic institutions related with
these fields changed?
Our project also addresses topics about interdisciplinary,
cross-faculty, and international collaboration, and
therefore, understanding how internationally connected
German institutions and researchers are in this process.

METHODOLOGY

Several mappings of institutions and knowledge
measurement are disciplinary based, e.g knowledge
classification in libraries or bibliographic databases (such
as Web of Science). But interdisciplinary knowledge
fields demand new approaches, so what we do Is:
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INSTITUTIONAL COVERAGE: THE CALL FOR COOPERATION WORKED

We establish the first comprehensive mapping of academic

structures in Germany in the field of Area Studies, including the
Institutional change over 20 years. The sample is based on three

selection criteria: Research on world regions (with interest for

comparative / transnational / global approaches); responsible for

one of the 57 BMBF-Area Studies projects (2008-2025); editor of
a periodical (mostly journals) on world regions edited in Germany.

Where are world regions studied in Germany in 2023?
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Structures of interdisciplinary cooperation have
significantly grown since 2003. The final sample will
Include excellence clusters, chairs and research

projects.

Data collection to be continued.
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Area Studies are researched and teached in more

than 60 cities in Germany, with Berlin as the largest

cluster (56 structures), followed by Gottingen (21),
Leipzig (21) and Munich (20).

IMPORTANT COLLABORATION BETWEEN AREAS OF KNOWLEDGE

Sample: 80 periodicals from German Institutions published regularly. The majority of them are journals and a few year books
(Jahrblcher). Visualizations correspond to topic tendencies (Titles and abstracts) of the 15 periodicals on Asia in a five year time span.

Applying methods of Digital Humanities and

bibliometrics

—> Development of a data model and building of a
relational database using Nodegoat

- Qualitative, content-based data collection

-> Ingestion of data from GERIT (DFG), Google
Geocode, the German National Library

—> Development of a method to measure book
publications

—> Visualisation with bibliometric tools such as
VOSviewer and CiteSpace
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- Awareness for the inherent subjectivity of every data

= Analysis, exploring and visualization of the data to
approach the research questions
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Clusters clearly defined meaning authors
write about similar related topics.

Geographies different from Asig
and comparative perspg
region itself.
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Clusters overlap meaning authors write about topics
from different domains of knowledge. New topics
emerge regarding for example human health issues
due to the pandemic.
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